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TAGS: OVIP MO US 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE VISIT BY U.S. OFFICIAL 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIP ON POSSIBLE PLANNING FOR A HIGH-LEVEL 
VISIT TO MOROCCO. WE HAVE REVIEWED THE BIDDING, AND I 
RELUCTANTLY WOULD COUNSEL AGAINST THE TRIP AT THIS TIME EOR 
THREE REASONS: 1) THE TEMPO OF VISITS TO MOROCCO BY 
OFFICIALS IN THE SAME FIELD HAS BEEN AS HEAVY AS I THINK 
THE SITUATION WARRANTS (PARTICULARLY WITH THE KING GOING 
TO THE U.S. IN THREE MONTHS); 2) THE VISIT WOULD AROUSE GOM 
EXPECTATIONS THAT WE DOUBT COULD OR SHOULD BE MET; AND 
3) THE VISIT WOULD RISK GIVING AN ERRONEOUS SIGNAL (AT LEAST 
IN SOME QUARTERS) CONCERNING OUR NEUTRALITY ON THE SAHARA, 

PARTICULARLY WHEN SUBJECT MAY BE ON FRONT BURNER IN 
OAU OR UNGA. 
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